1. Setup Framework

Directions: Write your thesis by ANSWERING THE PROMPT. Write your topic sentences based on reasons for why you feel the way that you do.

1. Write your thesis: (answer the prompt in one sentence)

Prompt: Was reconstruction the second American Revolution?
Ex. Reconstruction was a second American Revolution because it changed American society and it gave more rights to all citizens of the United States.
· Reconstruction was/was not the second American Revolution because…
· Reconstruction was/was not revolutionary because... 
· Reconstruction changed/did not change the United States because...

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Write your three topic sentences: What are the two main reasons why you
feel the way that you do? (Note: do not write your topic for body three yet,
which will be a counterargument)

Ex. One main reason reconstruction was the second American Revolution is because the 14th Amendment was passed during reconstruction.

· One main reason reconstruction was  ______________ is because…
· We should also consider_____________ when discussing the revolutionary nature of reconstruction because ...

Topic 1:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic 2:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.Write Body Paragraphs 1 and 2

Directions: Now that you have a framework for you essay, begin writing your body paragraphs. Complete this in your essay organizer. Remember that you have already completed your topic sentences. 

Possible sentence starters used to support your position:
· People need to consider the fact that...
· __________ shows that…
· One reason why ____________________ was/was not revolutionary is because 

3. Write your counterargument

Directions: Now that you have given your opinion, anticipate what somebody might say if they disagreed. Then, give a rebuttal, where you show why your idea is superior to theirs. This is called a counterargument.

1. Write your topic – this will be the actual counterargument (one sentence)
Ex. Some people might argue that reconstruction was not revolutionary because of the increase in racism toward African Americans.
· Some individuals claim that…
· Some people would disagree, claiming that…
· Others are of the opinion that…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Write a rebuttal: Explain why their idea is wrong (1-2 sentences)
Ex.  What these individuals might fail to consider, is that while racism increased during reconstruction the 14th amendment to the constitution fulfilled the promises of full citizenship with equal protection under the law for all citizens of the U.S.
 
· However, this view fails to take into account the fact that…
· Nevertheless, we must still understand that…
· This claim is mistaken because…

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Provide an alternative (explain why your idea is better)
Ex. Reconstruction should be seen as revolutionary because even in the face of racism and terrorism African American life improved with better political and economic opportunities.

· Reconstruction was clearly revolutionary because…
· People who claim reconstruction was not the second American revolution fail to consider... 
· When one considers _________________ it is clear reconstruction is revolutionary because...

4. Give an example of your alternative

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Explain your example
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Write a concluding sentence

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Write your intro using ANT

Directions: Now that you have your framework and have completed your body paragraphs, it is time to write your intro, to provide background for your story.
Follow the steps ANT (Attention grabber, Necessary information, Thesis) to
complete your intro.

1. Opening sentence/ Attention grabber (one sentence)
Ex. The Civil War was major events in U.S. history, but most people do not give much thought to the period of reconstruction after the war.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2.Necessary Information (three sentences): Explain why reconstruction is an important period.

· Reconstruction was important part of U.S. history because... 

3. Write your thesis (you should have already completed this in your framework).

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Write your conclusion

Directions: Now that you have finished the first four paragraphs of your essay, it is time to begin your conclusion. Your conclusion should restate your thesis, restate your main points, and provide a clincher.

1. Restate your thesis (one sentence):

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Restate your main points/topic sentences (three sentences):
Ex. One reason reconstruction was revolutionary is the fact that the 14th amendment was passed during reconstruction
 
· One main reason why reconstruction was/was not a second American Revolution is because...
·  We should consider  ______________, when discussing the revolutionary nature of reconstruction.
· Another reason reconstruction should/ should not be seen as revolutionary because ... 

Restate Topic 1:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Restate Topic 2:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Restate Topic 3 (counterargument):

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Affirmation of Position – Affirm your position to the reader (two sentences)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ex. Considering the fact the slavery was outlawed, the14th amendment was passed and all citizens gained equal protection under the law it is clear reconstruction should be seen as the second American Revolution.
 
· It is clear reconstruction was/was not revolutionary because...
· Reconstruction should/should not be seen revolutionary because...
· Considering _______________ it is clear reconstruction was/was not the second American Revolution because...

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Provide a clincher (one sentence)

· Perhaps if people ... then...
· Hopefully, people will learn to…
· We would all be wise to consider…
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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